He restoreth my soul
Children’s story  Zacchius
One of the more expensive hobbies that you can have is restoring old cars.  There are a number of ways that you can do this.  You can slap a new coat of paint on the car and put on seat covers and new tires, you can go all the way, or anything in between. 

I have done several restorations/modifications to suit a car to my own tastes.  Made some pretty nice cars.  But if you are going for the gold in a show, you can easily spend $100,000.  To compete in this category, each part must be original or from exactly the same kind of car.  Each part must be in better than new condition.  Chrome must be perfect.  Body panels have to be totally flawless.  The seat upholstery has to be original type fabric, or one made in exactly the same way.  The stitches in the upholstery have to be the exact number of stitches as were in the original upholstery.  In most respects the kind of car we are talking about here is in better than new original shape.  
I was fascinated by this one.  This is a car that had set on the bottom of a lake in Switzerland for 70 years.  The owner abandoned it because he didn’t want to pay the taxes on it, and the tax collector rolled it into the lake.  That is going to be a real restoration challenge.  But it can be done.  

When Jesus came to this earth, he came on the greatest salvage job ever experienced in the universe.  If we were to compare the human nature to an automobile, we would have to admit that we had about the quality and soundness as the car brought up from 140 feet under water.  We are helpless, hopeless, and hapless without the mercy and salvation of our Savior/Shepherd.  We are in such bad shape that we cannot even begin to imagine what bad shape that we are in, when compared to the lofty beings that God first created on this earth.  

So our Shepherd wants to restore our souls.  

I believe that we have already demonstrated what restoration is.  It is the process by which something is redeemed.  An old piece of furniture can be redeemed by stripping off all of the accumulated gunk and taking it down to the original surface, then carefully renewing it so that it has a beautiful finish that only old surfaces can have.  
A life can be redeemed by stripping off all of the garbage that has accumulated, and by receiving a new heart.  

We must deal with the word soul.  The word is nephesh in the Hebrew which can be translated in a number of ways, but usually refers to the whole of the being whether man or animal.  A person or being.  One of the uses is vitality.  The usage here is obviously not meaning some kind of disembodied entity, but rather the entirety of the being.  He restores our being.  

Sin is something that does not just affect one part of us.  It touches on every area of our being.  Sin affects our relationships.  Sin alters our thoughts.  Sin afflicts our bodies. Sin can make our behavior atrocious.  Sin attacks our appetites.  And most awfully, it alters our relationship with our God.  

If God had not sent His Son to pay the penalty for our sins, we would not even have a chance at relief from any of the just-mentioned afflictions, because of the state that we find ourselves in. 
In Genesis the beginning of the soul is called mankind.  God formed him from the earth, then bent over him and breathed into Adam the breath of life, and Adam became a living soul.  Mankind was perfect, according to God’s own assessment.  His mind, his emotions, his understanding and his strength was all in harmony with God.
But unfortunately that was not to be forever.  Mankind wrecked his own soul, and lost the fullness of all of those original qualities that he had been created with.  

So the Creator makes a promise.  Genesis 3: 15  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  
This passage is understood by Christians as a promise that evil in this world would ultimately be defeated, and righteousness will once again be the standard.  

Adam and Eve needed restoration.  They had lost their special home.  They had lost the absolute closeness they had between the two of them.  They had lost the special relationship that they had with God.  They had lost the peaceful innocence that they were created with.  And they passed those losses down to their offspring, of which you are one.

From that point on, the entirety of Scripture is about restoration.  Not about restoration from a previous human state, but a restoration to the state of rightness with God that many never seek or find.
We could mention many specific cases in the Word.  We will just keep it to a few.  

The first that I want us to consider is not even an Israelite.  He is an officer in the Syrian army.  At one point in time, he had conducted a raid on Israel and brought back a little girl to be his slave.  He might even have killed her parents.  But the man, Naaman, becomes infected with leprosy.  In that time that was as unwelcome as hearing that you have cancer is today.  Only maybe worse.  In fact, many types of cancer were lumped together with leprosy.  But regardless, it was at least a dramatic social stigma, and at worst, a death sentence.

The young maid is concerned with the condition of her master, so she suggests that Naaman go see the prophet in Israel. 

There was really nothing else to try, so Naaman gets a letter of introduction and need from his king to the king of Israel, asking that the king heal Naaman of leprosy.  You remember the story.  The king of Israel gets mad, because he thinks he is being set up.  Elisha the prophet hears of it and has Naaman sent to his house.  There Elisha sends his servant out and tells Naaman to go dip in the Jordan River 7 times and he would be healed.  

This affronted Naaman’s dignity. Surely the prophet could have done some dramatic thing and instantly healed him.  In a huff, he decided to go home.  But one of Naaman’s servants prevailed upon him to go what Elisha said to do.  He went to the Jordan.  He dipped 7 times. He was restored to health.

But that’s not the most interesting part of the story.

2 Kings 5:15  And he returned to the man of God, he and all his aides, and came and stood before him; and he said, "Indeed, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel; now therefore, please take a gift from your servant."

16  But he said, "As the LORD lives, before whom I stand, I will receive nothing." And he urged him to take it, but he refused.

17  So Naaman said, "Then, if not, please let your servant be given two mule-loads of earth; for your servant will no longer offer either burnt offering or sacrifice to other gods, but to the LORD.

18  "Yet in this thing may the LORD pardon your servant: when my master goes into the temple of Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on my hand, and I bow down in the temple of Rimmon; when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the LORD please pardon your servant in this thing."

19  Then he said to him, "Go in peace."
Hold there for a moment.

Let’s look at a New Testament passage that help’s us understand this story.

Romans 10: 13  For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."

14  How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?

15  And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!"

16  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our report?"

17  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

18  But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: "Their sound has gone out to all the earth, And their words to the ends of the world."

Let’s apply this text to the story of Naaman. 

First is the assertion that whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  This is the fundamental issue of the story.  But Paul asks, “How will people know to call on someone in whom they do not believe? And how can they believe in someone that they have never heard of?”
Here we have the description of the need, and the solution.  If someone is to know of the restoration that comes in surrendering to Jesus Christ, someone else needs to point them in the right direction.  The little maid that served Naaman’s wife played the part of the one who carried the words of salvation.

She gave the news that led Naaman to a place where he could find healing.  She in effect was a preacher of good news.  Just like we are called to give the good news.  And like Esther, no doubt God had put that little girl in a special place for a special purpose of healing a special person, not just physically but also spiritually.

Let’s look back at 2 Kings 5:17.  

17  Naaman said, "Then, if not, please let your servant be given two mule-loads of earth; for your servant will no longer offer either burnt offering or sacrifice to other gods, but to the LORD.

18  "Yet in this thing may the LORD pardon your servant: when my master goes into the temple of Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on my hand, and I bow down in the temple of Rimmon; when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the LORD please pardon your servant in this thing."

You see here that not only was Naaman healed physically, he also was healed spiritually, and began to worship the true God.  
The common thought at that time was that gods were gods of specific areas or nations.  Outside of Israel there was not the concept of one all powerful, overseeing, omnipotent God.  So Naaman did the only thing that he knew to do so that he could worship Jehovah at his home.  He asked for two mule-loads of dirt. 
I can imagine that when he got back to his home, he made a special place in his back yard where he could put his precious dirt, where he could kneel down and feel the land of the God of Israel, the God who was above and beyond all gods.
So, because of one little girl, who loved and cared for her captors, and loved and respected Jehovah, the commander of the army of Syria found total restoration.  I believe that is very unlikely that Naaman ever entered Israel again to do harm to the Israelites.  

We could tell the stories of many others.  Of David who pleaded for restoration in the 51st Psalm.  Of Zacchaeus, who needed acceptance from the only one who could relieve his guilt.  Of the woman caught in adultery.  Of the Samaritan woman at the well.  Of the apostle Peter who denied Christ.  Of Paul who persecuted the church.  From beginning to end, the Bible tells of their restoration and re-creation.  And gives us hope for ours.  

We read in Psalm 19:7: "The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul." It is in the Word of God that we can find  this salvation. The Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit that leads us to a repentant attitude so that we experience salvation. We are restored to Christ. We are no longer an alien. We are no longer against God.
Again, let us close with some precious promises.

Zephaniah 3: 9  "For then I will restore to the peoples a pure language, That they all may call on the name of the LORD, To serve Him with one accord.

Psalm 80:7  Restore us, O God of hosts; Cause Your face to shine, And we shall be saved!

Joel 2:26  You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, And praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; And My people shall never be put to shame.

27  Then you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: I am the LORD your God And there is no other. My people shall never be put to shame.

28  "And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions.

29  And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.

30  "And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.

31  The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD.

32  And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, As the LORD has said, Among the remnant whom the LORD calls.

Isaiah 49:8  Thus says the LORD: "In an acceptable time I have heard You, And in the day of salvation I have helped You; I will preserve You and give You As a covenant to the people, To restore the earth, To cause them to inherit the desolate heritages;

9  That You may say to the prisoners, 'Go forth,' To those who are in darkness, 'Show yourselves.' "They shall feed along the roads, And their pastures shall be on all desolate heights.

10  They shall neither hunger nor thirst, Neither heat nor sun shall strike them; For He who has mercy on them will lead them, Even by the springs of water He will guide them.

Revelation 3: 12  "He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. And I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.

Jesus more than anything else wants to bring us restoration.  
What kinds of restoration do we need today?  What kinds of sickness or wounds do we have?

Do we have a spirit of bitterness?

Do we feel like we are unloved and unappreciated?

Do we have spiritual malnutrition?

Are we worn out with the burdens of life?

Do we have emotional or spiritual scar tissue?

Do we live under a burden of guilt?

Are our lives warped and twisted by anger?

Are we unable to grasp the spiritual truths that we would like to understand?

He restores our souls.  Our beings.  Our entirety.   

Are you willing to follow the leading of God so that he can heal you?  

Today, I as we close, I want to give two separate invitations.  The first is this:  This is not a general call.  This call is not for everyone.  If you have never experienced the restoration that Jesus has to offer, never been baptized, or feel that you need to be rebaptized, if you feel that God is calling you to make that decision, would you just raise your hand right where you are.  

This is the second invitation:  If you have been impressed that you need to experience the restoration by your Lord again, that perhaps you have slipped, and you want to experience that state of restoration again, please raise your hand.

PRAYER

