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This has been kind of a hectic week for me.  Monday there was continuing education at CYB.   Then on to E. Texas to be with my daughter while she had surgery.  Then back to Hot Springs to stay with my mom while she waited for my stepdad to get home from having surgery at the V.A.  During this whole time the Mountain View church has weighed heavily on my mind. 

I have spent a lot of time praying this week.  I have tried to do some listening.  After one night of waking up several times and asking the Lord what to do, this thought came to my mind.  Where it was from you must make that judgment.  But the thought that came to my mind was that I needed to hold a funeral.  

So, today, as the pastor of this church, it is my desire to bury it and let it die.  Please, before you walk out on me, please here me out.  If you do, you will leave the church today a better Christian, and our church will be greatly improved.
By now some of you have already formed an opinion about what is going to be said today.  Let me assure you that you are probably wrong.  

And I hope that you are ready for some intense Bible study.  

I remember hearing a story one time about a family that had a dog that had distemper.  The vet told them that there was no hope for him.  Sadly they decided to put the dog down.  They decided to do it themselves, and got some chloroform and administered a huge dose to the dog.  By all appearances he was dead. Sadly, they dug a grave for the family pet, and placed him in it.  Then they covered it up.

The next morning, much to their surprise, who appeared healthy and happy on the doorstep, but their dirt covered tail-wagging pup.  It seemed that the chloroform had cured him of his disease. 
Now I don’t desire to make the story walk on all fours as a parable.  I wouldn’t say that anyone here is a dog, though there are some dog lovers, and I wouldn’t advocate knocking anyone out with chloroform, but before we leave today, we need to bury something, because we have some choices to make.

First, we need to look at what the Bible says of our condition.

Colossians 2:13  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh…..
Ephesians 2:1  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,
Obviously if we are we need to me made alive, we are starting out in another condition.  The text goes on:
2  in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,

3  among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

4  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

5  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
Notice the description of death.  Walking after the world.  Walking as the prince of the powers of the air would walk.  Operating in the same spirit that the world operates in.  Fulfilling the desires of the flesh, the mind, and children of anger.

Ephesians 3 elaborates: 31  Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.

Colossians 3: 8  But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.
Least there be any doubt, I would like to introduce you to who deserves death.  And who Jesus wants to see die.

Just take a moment and file around and view the one in the casket.  

Now obviously the death that is desirable is the death to our earthly condition.  A dead man cannot sin.  A dead man cannot become angry.  A dead man can not engage in evil speaking.  A dead man cannot talk at all, in fact.  This is the death of the flesh that is spoken of in Scripture.  

This is absolutely necessary.  The Christian of himself cannot perform any righteous acts.  If we consider what we do as righteous, God has a word for us.  His proclamation is that all of our righteousness, everything good that we try to do, and want to do, all of the right stands that we take, and all of the right doctrines that we keep, and hold up to others as righteousness, are nothing but filthy rags.  Many of you do not know the impact of that phrase. If not study it over when you get home.  

Isaiah 64:6  But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away.
Note: righteousnesses.  Plural.  

Paul writes, speaking of the gentiles:

Romans 3:9  What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin.

10  As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one;

11  There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.

12  They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one."

13  "Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit"; "The poison of asps is under their lips";

14  "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness."

15  "Their feet are swift to shed blood;

16  Destruction and misery are in their ways;

17  And the way of peace they have not known."

The Bible makes it clear that “no one is righteous, not one.”

That means not the preacher, not the elder, not the Sabbath school teacher, nor any one that is within or without of our church is righteous.  

And as long as you are depending on any activity, any doctrine, any position, any person, or any belief, other than a total dependence upon Jesus Christ for your salvation, you are lost.  

That paints a pretty dismal picture.  It leaves us with two choices.  We can try to save ourselves, and be dammed, or we can die.  The Word of God really offers us no third option.  Satan would have us believe that by some good work that we do, some law keeping that we perform, that we can earn our salvation.  

And is that not the question that the rich young ruler asked of Jesus?  What must I do to be saved?  Is that the question we ask of him?

But it is not hopeless.

Let us turn to:
Romans 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

3  For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh,

4  that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

5  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

6  For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.

8  So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9  But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

10  And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

11  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

12  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors; not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.

13  For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

15  For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father."

16  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,

17  and if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

Jesus refers to this condition:

Matthew 8:22  But Jesus said to him, "Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead."

Hebrews 9:14  how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
Matthew 22: 32  'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living."

​I would like for us to refer back to the experience of Paul for just a moment.  

Are you aware that Paul as the persecuting Saul was exactly right in most of his theology?  His own words tell us:

Acts 26: 8  "Why should it be thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?

9  "Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

10  "This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them.

11  "And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities.

12  "While thus occupied, as I journeyed to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests,

13  "at midday, O king, along the road I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and those who journeyed with me.

14  "And when we all had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew language, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.'

15  "So I said, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He said, 'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.

16  'But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you.

17  'I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you,

18  'to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.'

Colossians 3:1  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.

2  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

3  For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

4  When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
What is being said is this:  (And we will elaborate on it more in a moment.)
What we need is a baptism.  What this church needs is a baptism.  What do I mean by that?  We need to die to our selves, our opinions, and faults, and have all of that buried, and be resurrected a new woman, a new man, a new church through the power of God’s Holy Spirit.  
We need a baptism of the Holy Spirit.

And God’s Holy Spirit has one purpose on this earth, and that is to teach us about and represent Jesus to us. 

The resurrection to a new life by the Holy Spirit is a resurrection into the body, the faith, the reality of Jesus Christ.  The most important theme of scripture is this, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  The DeWitt paraphrase of that verse says, “Christ in you the ONLY hope of glory.”  

Romans 6: 6:1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?

2  Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?

3  Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

4  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

5  For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,

6  knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

7  For he who has died has been freed from sin.

8  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,

9  knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.

10  For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.

11  Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.

13  And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

14  For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

15  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not!

16  Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?

17  But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.

18  And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

John the Baptist was withering away in prison.  He was being kept there because he was preaching truth.  He still had those who followed him, but they were few.  He had believed that Jesus was the Messiah, yet, if Jesus was the Messiah, why did he not release John from prison? 
John sends some of his disciples to observe what Jesus is doing.  

Luke 7:20  When the men had come to Him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, 'Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?'"

21  And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight.

Luke 7: 22  ……… "Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them.

23 "And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me."

What is the spiritual message that Jesus is trying to convey here?  

The blind see:  Jesus life was to get people to open their eyes and recognize that he and he only was the Messiah.

The lame walk:  When Jesus comes into the heart, those who only halfheartedly followed were able to stand firmly to follow him.

The lepers cleansed:  In Jesus Christ is the forgiveness of sins, the renewal and washing of the word.

The deaf hear:  As Jesus comes into our lives, those who thought that they heard well are able to discern truth and righteous as never before.  

The dead are raised.  Those who are dead in trespasses and sins, as the KJV says are quickened.  Made alive.  Faith flourishes over formality.  Service changes from slavery to worship.  Drudgery becomes joy in salvation.

And the poor have the gospel preached to them.  

Brothers and sisters, when you gain your spiritual eyesight as Jesus would have you to do, as you begin walking the path of righteousness, as you experience cleansing, as you begin to hear what Jesus is really trying to say to you, as you become raised from spiritual death, then you will be able to live a message that the poor world around us is waiting to see. 

Jesus adds, “and blessed is he who is not offended because of me.”

There is a spiritual truth.  Those who have been raised from among the spiritually dead will be persecuted by the spiritually dead.  The story of Lazarus tells us that.  After Lazarus’ death the spiritually dead did their best to make Lazarus dead again.  He was a witness against them.  

The good news, let me repeat it again, is that the death that we are to die is a death to self.  To pride, to self-righteousness, to exclusiveness, to being right in our eyes.  
The Holy Spirit leads us to die to those things which make our life so hard.  It is hard to support our pride all of the time.  It is hard to be doing right all of the time.  It is hard to continually prove that we are right and everyone else is wrong.  

 Ephesians 2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,

2  in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,

3  among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

4  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

5  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

6  and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

7  that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

8  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

9  not of works, lest anyone should boast.

10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

11  Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh; who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands;

12  that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

13  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

14  For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation,

15  having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace,

16  and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.

17  And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.

18  For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

19  Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,

20  having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone,

21  in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord,

22  in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Over and over we are presented with the contrast.
Colossians 2:13  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 7: 4  Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another; to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.

5  For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions (what are they?) which were aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear fruit to death.

6  But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter.

Ephesisans 5: 8  For you were once darkness, (note, not in darkness) but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light

9  (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),

10  finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.

11  And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.

12  For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret.

13  But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light.

14  Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light."

15  See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,

16  redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

17  Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

18  And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

19  speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

20  giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

21  submitting to one another in the fear of God.
What does this lead to?

2 Corinthians 2:14  Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.

15  For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing.

16  To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these things?

17  For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ.
2 Corinthians 4:6  For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.

8  We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;

9  persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;

10  always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.

11  For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.
Colossians 3:1  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.

2  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

3  For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

4  When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.

5  Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

6  Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience,

2 Timothy 1: 8  Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God,

9  who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,

10  but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,

So brothers and sisters I put before you the challenge.  What will it be?  Do we bury this church to the sins that we all have committed, or do we bury it to any usefulness to our Savior Jesus Christ?
Do we hang on to our filthy rags, or do we toss them away in disgust and reach out for the garment of Christ’s righteousness?


Do we practice the ways of the dying, or are we living in the fruit of the Spirit?


Let’s look at one last passage.

Galatians 5:19  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,

20  idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,

21  envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

23  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

24  And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

25  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

26  Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

Before I close today, I want to do my part to bury the filthiness of our church.  
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