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The Beings Around the Throne – Rev 4
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As we take our next look at Revelation chapters 4 and 5, I want us to study the beings that are participants in the grand picture.

These chapters are the most complete view of the heavenly throne room, but they are not the only ones that give us a peek into the glories of Heaven.

All of the major Old Testament prophets except Jeremiah give us visions of God’s temple and throne.  Jeremiah gives us many references to it without grand descriptions.  Moses experienced the glory in person with the seventy elders.  Job speaks of it.  The Psalms talk of it over and over.  
So let’s look at the beings surrounding the throne.

The first picture we get of these beings is in:

Genesis 3: 22  And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

23  Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.

24  So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
We are told that the garden, and presumably it’s guardians were on the earth until the flood, when they were taken away.  {PP 62.2} We are also told that the faithful before the flood came to that gate, guarded by the cherubim to offer their sacrifices and worship Jehovah.
It is apparent from the text that the cherubim were there to protect the tree of life from man, but, also to remind the inhabitants of the world of the true God and his glory.
The next we see of the beings of heaven is the symbolic representation of them, beaten out of pure gold, watching over the mercy seat of the ark, where the Shekinah glory dwelt.  Not only were they featured there, throughout the tabernacle, there were angels embroidered in threads of gold.  

In Solomon’s temple, there were cherubim carved from olive wood and overlaid with gold that were around 15 feet tall with a wingspan of 15 feet.  
All of these to suggest the glory and majesty of the reality.

Let us move on to the major depictions of Heaven.
The first we will only mention briefly.  That is Daniel 7:10, where the thousands and thousands of beings stand around the throne and minister to God.
The second is in the book of Isaiah. We looked at part of that text before.  

Isaiah 6:1  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.

2  Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.

3  And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!"

4  And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke.

5  So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts."

6  Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar.

7  And he touched my mouth with it, and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged."

8  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."

Look at the beings that serve the throne.  In this passage they are called seraphim.  They are glorious creatures who serve the Lord continually.  They are continually singing praises to the Lord, and they are doing the bidding of the Lord.

One of the things that they are involved in is the settling of the sin problem.  

Verse 6  Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar.

7  And he touched my mouth with it, and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged."

All Heaven is in activity, and the angels of God are waiting to co-operate with all who will devise plans whereby souls for whom Christ died may hear the glad tidings of salvation. 6T 434

The most descriptive description of the four beings around the throne is in Ezekiel 1.
I am not sure if Ezekiel was given a clearer vision, or if he was just more observant than the others, but he gives detail that we see nowhere else in Scripture.
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Characteristics:

They came from the fire

Their general form was that of a man.

They had 4 wings, as opposed to Isaiah’s vision where they had 6 wings.  Two of the wings were outstretched and touched the tips of the other’s wings.  If all of the wingtips were touching, they would have formed a square shape.  And with the other pair of wings they covered their bodies.
Each one had four faces.  If you were to face one them, you would be looking at a man’s face.  On their right side would be the face of a lion.  On the left side would be the face of an ox, and on the face opposite the man’s face would be the face of an eagle.  This is not insignificant, as we will see in a moment.

Their legs were straight, and they had hoofs not feet.

These are glorious beings.  The power and glory of God is moving back and forth between them like fire and lightning.

Then below them and supporting them is an intricate set of wheels, or gears that facilitated their movement.  And these wheels were very tall and full of eyes.
More importantly, it was the Spirit of God that directed their movements.  And they never retreated or moved aside in their work, always moving forward.  

Consider for a moment, the faces.  With the four faces, every movement that they made would be forward for one of the faces.  And if they were arranged in a square, with each one having the same face looking outward, then when ever they moved in one direction, one of each of the four faces would have been moving forward.

All of this in support of the throne of God.  And all most glorious.  
Much of this was reflected in the earthly sanctuary and among the tribes of Israel.

Of course the cherubim over the ark of the covenant are seen reflected in the scenes from heaven.  And we forget that the covering cherubs were not the only angels depicted in the tabernacle.  They were woven into the curtains inside the tabernacle, and in the inner curtain that formed the roof of the tabernacle.  This would indicate to me that there were large numbers of cherubs or angels that are represented in the tabernacle, and a type of the reality of heaven.
The four faces of the cherubim in Ezekiel’s vision were also reflected in something else in the camp of Israel.  Numbers 1 tells us that those camped on each side of the tabernacle marched under their own standard.  That would be four standards.  

The tribes of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun camped toward the East.  When they were to break camp, this group went first, under their standard.

The tribes of Ruben, Simeon, and Gad camped towards the South.  When camp was broken, this group was to move second.

The tribes of  Ephriam, Manasseh, and Benjamin camped towards the West.  When moving time came, they marched out third.

The tribes of Dan, Asher, and Napthali occupied the sides of the North.  They would move out last when time came to move.

Now the Bible does not tell us this, but Israelite tradition tells us that Judah's tribal standard was, of course, the lion. Reuben's ensign was a man; Ephraim's the ox; Dan's, ultimately, the eagle.  Therefore, surrounding the tabernacle in the wilderness were the four faces seen on the cherubim in Ezekiel’s vision.  
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Diagram thanks to Chuck Missler
By the way, why do you think that there are just four gospels?  

John describes Jesus as God, represented by the eagle.

Luke shows Jesus as the Son of Man


Matthew presents Jesus as king, the Lion of the tribe of Judah


Mark presents Jesus as the sacrifice, the ox.

Again, the same standards used by Israel.
And Revelation tells us that these beings are around the throne to serve Jehovah day and night. 

Revelation 4:6  Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back.

7  The first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle.

8  The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!"

9  Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever,

10  the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying:

11  "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created."

Which brings us to the 24 elders.  
Among the Levites, there were 24 courses of priests.

Organization for the Temple Services.--[1 Chron. 23:1-5 quoted.] The four thousand musicians, divided into twenty-four courses, were each lead by twelve men especially instructed and skilful in the use of musical instruments. The work of the porters was also definitely arranged.  {3BC 1128.3}

 The priests were divided into twenty-four courses, and a full and accurate record was made regarding this division. Each course was thoroughly organized under its chief, and each was to come to Jerusalem twice a year, to attend for one week to the ministry of the sanctuary.  {3BC 1128.4}

     The Levites, whose duty it was to assist in the sanctuary service, were organized and allotted their part with similar precision (RH Oct. 5, 1905).  {3BC 1128.5}

So who are the 24 elders on thrones around the throne?  What is the evidence?

1. They sit on thrones.  

Matthew 19:28  So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
Luke 22: 28  "But you are those who have continued with Me in My trials. 29  "And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, 30. "that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel."

Revelation 20:4  And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them.

1 Corinthians 6: 3  Do you not know that we shall judge angels?

Revelation 3: 21  "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

2. They have crowns on their heads.

The word crown here is stephanos, not diadem.  Stephanos crowns are crowns of victory.  A diadem is a crown of authority.  

 2 Timothy 4: 8  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown (stephanos) of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

James 1: 12  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown (stephanos) of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

1 Peter 5: 4  and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown (stephanos) of glory that does not fade away.

Revelation 2: 10  "Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown (stephanos) of life.

3. They wear white garments.

Revelation 6: 11  Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.

Revelation 3: 5  "He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

Revelation 3: 18  "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.

2 Chronicles 5: 12  and the Levites who were the singers, all those of Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, stood at the east end of the altar, clothed in white linen, having cymbals, stringed instruments and harps, and with them one hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets;

Daniel 12: 10  "Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand.

All of these passages refer to some kind of human condition.  Therefore, I see all indications that it is referring to redeemed human beings.

And I believe that the number 24 represents 12 from the Old Testament, and 12 from the New.  Twelve to represent the 12 tribes of Israel, and 12 to represent the faithful of the Christian church.  This would make sense, as it would represent the church of God in all of it’s manifestations.  

These 24 elders are not mentioned anywhere in the Old Testament, I like to think that these being were part of the company who were thrown out of their tombs, resurrected, and went to heaven after the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  They would only have been in heaven a relatively short time when John had his vision.  

The four glorious beings, and the 24 redeemed beings continuously praise God.  

They are not the only ones, but they seem to be the choir leaders.  The 4 living creatures praise God, then the 24 elders join in, and then the multitudes in heaven echo the grand chorus.  

Today, I hope you have caught a glimpse of the order of God’s kingdom, and the glory of His presence.  I hope that your heart has been touched with a desire to one day join that joyful chorus.  

But we do not have to wait to do that.  We can give glory to God right now.  In fact we are supposed to do just that.

Hebrews 13: 16  But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

17  Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.

18  Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in all things desiring to live honorably.

Titus 2: 11  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,

12  teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,

13  looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

14  who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

Are you living that life today?  Do you want to?
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